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The purpose of this article is to give the official statistics on the general condition of crime for long periods in three leading countries of Europe: Germany, where there has been an increase in crime; France, where it is stationary; and England, where there has been a decrease.
However significant variations in crime may be, the most important question is, why should there be so much crime as there is? This constancy and persistency of a large amount of criminality will be seen from the statistics to be given below. There is no doubt that eventually crime can be lessened by a scientific study of causes, as has been done in physical diseases. But the discussion of such a question would lead too far beyond the limits of this article.
Criminal statistics should furnish to a government the most solid basis for overseeing the execution of the law and following the course of justice in its smallest details. In this respect the great desideratum should be to hasten criminal prosecutions, correct abuses, and point out errors committed in the application of the rules of procedure.
2 Statistics, to be of much value, must consist of large numbers, extending over a long period of time.
GENERAL THEORIES.
There are certain general theories of criminal statistics which, though imperfect, have some value. Thus it appears to be a general law in all countries that there is an alternation in crimes against property and crimes against the person, so that in a year when one increases the other decreases and vice versa.' Thus, when there, are large crops and a mild temperature, crimes against property tend to decrease, while crimes against the person indrease. against property are much more numerous proportionally, they have more influence on the annual totality of crime. The crime level for each year depends upon the physical and social environment, combined with the hereditary tendencies and occasional impulses of individuals. Thus, in France, the greatest variations of crime against the person occur in epochs of political revolution, or in years when the summers are warmer, or when there is an extraordinary consumption of meat, cereals and wine. For less serious crimes, of an occasional "character, as assaults and wounds, the increase may vary according to the abundance of the production of wine. This particular kind of crime against the persou is most frequent in the months near vintage time, though there may be a constant decrease in other crimes against the person.
On the other hand, crimes against property vary widely with their special environment, such as the economic situation, which is generally in a 9tate of unstable equilibrium, as in years of dearth, bad crops, commercial, financial, and industrial crises, etc.
It has been contended' that crimes against the person increase directly with increase of temperature and length of day, while crimes against property increase with length of nights and lowering of temperature. This gives a reason why crimes against the person reach a maximum in summer and crimes against property a maximum in winter. A parallel has also been indicated between vegetation and criminality. Thus, violations of adults or children follow, by their maxima or minima, the laws of rut in animals and fecundation in vegetables. The maxima occur in May, June, July, and August.
It is said that for every one hundred crimes against the person, 86 are committed by men and 14 by women; for crimes against property, 79 by men and 21 by women. Different reasons are given. Some say that woman is more easily influenced by the feeling of pride and shame; also that she is more retired by habit and weaker physically. Others assert that less criminality among women is only apparent, for, though prostitution is not incluaded in the statistics of crime, it is a true form of feminine criminality.
CRIMTE IN GERMNANY.
In 1882, 329,968 persons were convicted of crime, making 1,040 (see table A) for every 100,000 of the population of punishable age. In 19Q1, 497,310 persons were convicted, making 1,256 for every 100,000 of population. Relative to the population, the 'Lacassagne. that is, about one-fifth. It is especially during the years 1889 to 1894 that this increase took place. In considering these statistics it must be remembered that they were gathered not immediately after the' crime was committed, but after the conviction. The greatest increase took place in 1892. In the previous year, 1891, not only did grain reach a very high pice, but there was an economic depression lasting until 1896, when conditions began to improv1. It will be noted that from 1896 to 1900 1t1e number of convictions were .4 per cent less. In table A is given also the results for certain kinds of crime for every 100,000 of the population of punishable age from 1882 to 1901, and in some instances to 1905. By an examination of the following diagrams, some of the results of table A will be more clearly indicated.
In diagram 2, based upon column 3 of table A, are given the variations of crime against property, which, on the whole, shows a. decrease from 1882 to 1901. But from 1882 to 1888 there is a large decrease, and then a greater increase to 1892, and again a decrease with more variations. 
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It will be noted that in all of the diagrams, especially in diagram 2, for crimes against property, the lines rise for 1892, which may be considered the most criminal of all years for Germany.
In column 7, of table A, are given the relative number of offenses against the Emperor and other nobility. Much has been said about these insults and affronts, but it will be seen that they have been decreasing, being 1.5 in 1892 and 0.45 in 1905. But, on the other hand, there has been an increase of resistance against the authority of the state in the form of force and threats against state officers (column 8, table A). A striking feature is the great increase of crimes involving dangerous physical injury (column 9), as shown by the number of fights and brawls. It is a general belief that the quantity of crime in any country does not vary very much except in form. The above results illustrate this to a certain extent.
CRIMEn M FRANCE.
In table B are given the quinquennial averages of convicted persons for every 1,000 inhabitants from 1873 to 1902. Under the head of correctional tribunals, which have to do with the less serious crimes, there is indicated an increase. Under the Court of Assizes, which deals with the gravest crimes, there is a gradual decrease. As these variations upward or downward are not great, the smaller decrease in the most serious crimes may be regarded as offsetting the larger increase in the less serious crimes, so that on the whole the condition of crime in France may be considered as some-'hat stationary. 'See Annuaire Statistique, Paris, I906. Table C ,' columns 1, 2, and 3, gives the annual average number of cases, for periods of five years, tried before the Court of Assizes, correctional tribunals, and police courts from 1826 to 1905. In columns 4 to 11 the annual average number of persons, etc., is given instead of the number of cases.
It will be seen from column 1 of this table (table C) , that the most serious crimes have decreased with some variations in the quinquennial periods. According to the French statisticians, some of the increases may be due to the high price of grain and some of the decreases to political troubles when there is a relaxation in enforcing the law. In the less grave forms of crime, as shown in columns 2 and 3, there has been a general increase. Many of the offenses, however, in the police courts cannot be considered criminal; yet, considering them all as a whole, they might be regarded as indicating incipient criminality, for many a criminal career has its beginning in these small offenses.
In columns 4, 5, and 6 are given the most grave crimes against the person, in which there is a general decrease, but with many variations. The decrease is very marked in grave assaults and wounds (column 6). It will be noted, however, that this same form of crime in column 9, under correctional tribunals, and so less serious, has increased considerably, due in all probability to the increase of alcoholism. 7 The increase of offenses against officials (column 8) is due much to the same cause.
The large increase of offenses against public decency (column 10) is especially noticeable, beginning with the quinquennial period from 1856 to 1860. This form of crime and degeneracy has been increasing in many other countries, and what is still more serious, the closely related patho-sexual crimes, like those of Jack the Ripper of London, 8 Jesse Pomeroy, of Boston, and Durrant of California, 9 are becoming quite frequent, though often disguised and unrecognized in our country.
.1RIMINAL STATISTICS FOR ENIGLAND AND WALES.
From indictable offenses, as compared with the returns -fifteen or. twenty years earlier. While there have been occasional rises followed by falls, there has been on the whole a large decrease in crime. There is a rise in column 1 which corresponds closely with the rise in county court plaints and includes many offenses not worse than the nonpayment of debt. As to crimes known to the police, they are only about one-half of what they were in 1857-60. Almost the only offense in which there has been a steady increase is attempting to commit suicide. All criminal statistics are not exactly accurate criteria of the amount of crime. Thus there are difficulties in prosecuting certain kinds of offenders and reluctance to proceed against others. In frauds or complexity of accounting to the British specialist, the cost of prosecution may be too great, and the results before a jury too dubious. Joint stock companies, forms and documents, hiding the real operator, and complexity of modern financial operations obscure legal issues and increase the difficulty of making any particular person responsible. Returns may be affected also by a reluctance to prosecute, due to a growing disbelief in the efficacy of punishment to reform or deter.
While there has been a slight increase in indictable offenses within the last decade (table E), it is interesting to note how small the change is in the relative proportions of different classes of crime, as shown in table E, which gives the proportion per 100,000 population of persons tried for each class of indictable offenses.
The great preponderance of crimes in England against property is noteworthy. Offenses against persons accompanied with violence are an insignificant part of the whole. The low percentage of crime from 1895 to 1899 has been followed by an increase each year from 1900 to 1905 (table E) .
MURDER AND INSANITY.
From table F it will be seen that there is apparently a close relation between murder and insanity, accounting for The readiness with which the plea of insanity is accepted in capital cases. Compared with other kinds of crime the percentage of insanity in England is very large, the greatest being 42.11 in 1900, and the smallest 01.05 in 1899. Table F. PERSONS FOI TRIAL FOR 'MURDER.
